Schedule: Online Referenda
1. The Sovereign democratic decision making mechanism of the Association shall be Online Referenda.
2. Decisions made by Online Referenda shall be binding on the Association, subject to the approval of the Trustee board. The Association shall seek to implement Referendum decisions and communicate the outcome of any referenda to the student body
3. There shall be two referenda periods each Academic year. 

4. The ‘calling notice’ for Referenda shall inform the student body of the date of the referenda, the  date, time and location of the Referenda debates, and the date by which any proposed referendum questions must be received with the required number of signatures. This calling notice will be widely publicised to the student body. 
5. Online referenda shall be subject to the rules set out in this Schedule. In all other particulars, the conduct of Online Referendums shall be subject to the most recent version of the Election Regulations for Association Elections.
6. The Returning Officer for Referenda will be the Association’s Returning Officer who is responsible for the oversight of the referenda and must be able to be satisfied that referenda have been conducted fairly and freely and in accordance with this Schedule and Election regulations.
Referendum Questions and Signatures
7. Referenda will always take the form of a Yes/No question. An ‘Abstain’ option will also be available to voters.
8. The question may be in the form of a short clear question with a Yes/No Answer OR may outline information pertaining to the question, followed by a clear Yes/No question. A standard form is available at www.eusa.ed.ac.uk/referenda which outlines a structure for any relevant information, the question and room for the collection of signatures.
Calling Referenda & Choice of Questions
9. A referendum question shall require a minimum of 100 signatures by Ordinary Members of the Association submitted by the close of nominations date set out in the Association Election regulations to be forwarded to referendum.
10. Proposers must inform EUSA of their proposed questions and receive acknowledgement of receipt before they begin to collect signatures. The question should be submitted in writing (including by email) to the President  and cc’d to the Democracy and Engagement Coordinator
11. Where two or more similar questions are submitted for referendum the Campaigns & Accountability Forum may approach each proposer and encourage the production of a combined question.
12. Matters affecting the internal affairs of EUSA shall be referred to the Board of Trustees, which is responsible for the strategic direction and financial health of the Association.

13. The Campaigns & Accountability Forum shall check submitted questions to ensure that they are consistent with the responsibilities of the Association and do not violate the law or otherwise require action which would be unlawful and/or bring the association into disrepute. They shall reserve the right to refer any questions to the Trustee Board where this is appropriate.

Campaigning
14. The proposer and seconder for each referendum shall constitute the contacts for the ‘yes’ Campaign for that referendum. EUSA shall invite students to volunteer to lead a ‘No’ Campaign, prior to the Campaigning period. Only two campaigns for each referendum shall be permitted and funded – one ‘yes’ campaign and one ‘no’ campaign.

15. This proposer or seconder shall attend any official briefings held, and shall be in contact with relevant election officials throughout the campaigning period. A representative of each campaign must attend campaign briefings or they will be deemed to have withdrawn and no further funding will be given to that campaign.
16. The contact for each campaign shall be able to assemble a campaign team and must meet with the requirements of the election regulations in declaring membership of their campaign team.
17. The campaigning period will be two weeks, including the voting period

18. A budget of £50 will be made available to each campaign team, to spend on their campaign as they think most effective. No additional money will be permitted to be spent on the campaigns, and receipts must be submitted in accordance with the election regulations.
19. EUSA reserve the right to put forward neutral and factual information to facilitate informed debate.
Referendum Debate

20. The referendum vote may only take place after a referendum debate has been organised. The date of the referendum debate must be held within semester time.
21. Each question shall receive equal time, and both the Yes and No campaigns for each question shall receive equal time.
22. Each Referendum meeting shall also include an opportunity for members to question Sabbatical Association Officers.

Voting

23. Voting shall be open to all Ordinary Student Members of Edinburgh University Students’ Association. The referendum will be conducted on-line.
24. The referendum voting period must include at least 24 hours of weekday time. 
25. In order for the decision of the referendum to be binding on the Association, a minimum of 1,500 votes must be cast with a simple majority on the winning side.
26. To change the Constitution, a referendum will require 2000 votes to be cast, with a simple majority on the winning side.
27. To dismiss a Sabbatical Officer via referendum, a minimum of 1,500 votes must be cast with a simple majority on the winning side.
Outcomes

28. The Association shall be responsible for advertising to the student body the outcomes and subsequent actions relating to referenda.
Amendments
29. The method for altering this Schedule are identical for changing the Schedule on Student Democracy 

30. This Schedule can only be changed by a joint meeting of the elected members of the Three Councils and the Campaigns & Accountability Forum, with 14 working days notice.
31. Such a body can be called by a majority vote in each of the 3 Councils
32. The specific Schedule changes requested shall be set out to each Council and must be approved by all three Councils by a simple majority.

33. Once Councils approve such a meeting, the proposed Schedule changes should be forwarded to the Board of Trustees to ensure that they are in conformity with the Core Constitution and the legal requirements of the Association.

34. The meeting of all elected members shall only discuss the proposed changes as approved by the Councils in calling the meeting.
35. Any proposed Amendment must receive a simple majority of eligible members of this meeting to pass.
